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The highlight of this EDEX is undoubtedly the ‘K9 EGY’.
We have displayed the locally produced K9 SPH, K10
Ammunition Resupply Vehicle, and K11 Fire Direction
Control Vehicle outdoors.

Will there be operational and technical integration between the
Chunmoo MRLS and other Hanwha systems such as the K9A1 self-
propelled howitzer to provide comprehensive and integrated defense
solutions?

Yes.
where all weapon systems are organically linked. K9 SPH and

Hanwha aims for a ‘Hyper-connected’ battlefield

Chunmoo are already operated under an integrated firepower
concept in the Korean military, sharing target information and
distributing strike missions via the C41I system. Moving forward,
through Manned-Unmanned Teaming (MUM-T) systems, K9,
Chunmoo, and unmanned reconnaissance / strike assets will be
integrated into a single network, providing a complete solution
that drastically reduces the time from detection to strike
(Sensor to Shooter).

What new technologies or variants will Hanwha Aerospace unveil
or highlight at EDEX 2025?

The highlight of this EDEX is undoubtedly the ‘K9 EGY’. We
have displayed the locally produced K9 SPH, K10 Ammunition
Resupply Vehicle, and K11 Fire Direction Control Vehicle
outdoors, allowing visitors to witness the achievements of
localization firsthand. Additionally, we are highlighting diverse
solutions optimized for the future battlefield, such as the
‘Chun-gum (TAipers)’ anti-tank guided missile, capable of
being mounted on both helicopters and ground platforms, and
the ‘Tigon’ wheeled armored vehicle tailored for the Middle

East region.

How does EDEX 2025 contribute to strengthening defense
cooperation between the Republic of Korea and Egypt?

EDEX 2025 marks a milestone indicating that defense cooperation
between our two nations has advanced beyond a simple ‘buyer-seller’
relationship to a sophisticated stage of ‘technical cooperation and
joint production.” The successful K9 SPH local production project
symbolizes the trust between our countries, and this will serve as a
catalyst to expand the scope of cooperation beyond ground systems
to ammunition, engines, and the joint development of future weapon
systems.

What are the main challenges currently facing the global defense
industry, and how do Hanwha Aerospace’s solutions—such as the
Chunmoo—nhelp address these challenges?

The global defense market is currently facing a double challenge:
surging demand due to geopolitical instability and supply chain
disruptions. Hanwha Aerospace possesses a unique capability
to provide ‘On-time Delivery’ based on globally proven mass
production capacities and a stable supply chain. Chunmoo offers
high performance at a reasonable cost (Cost-effective) and, most
importantly, enables rapid introduction and deployment, making it
the most certain and effective solution for nations facing security

uncertainties.
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How does the Chunmoo system ensure rapid deployment (for
example, achieving launch readiness within five minutes) and
enhanced crew protection, and which field tests or real-world combat
scenarios have demonstrated its reliability?

Survivability in modern warfare depends on rapid mobility.
Chunmoo features a reload time of within 7 minutes, ensuring
continuous fire support. For crew safety, the launcher vehicle is
equipped with armored protection against enemy artillery and NBC
(Nuclear, Biological, Chemical) threats. Chunmoo’s reliability has
already been proven globally. Its performance and reliability have
been validated not only through operation in the ROK Army but also
through field operations in diverse environments like Poland and the
Middle East.

What is Hanwha Aerospace’s long-term vision for partnerships
with Middle East and North Africa countries, particularly with
regard to technology transfer and local manufacturing?

Hanwha’s vision is to become a ‘Trusted Long-term Partner.” At
EDEX 2025, we successfully demonstrated the progress of the K9
Self-Propelled Howitzer’s local production in Egypt (K9 EGY). This
proves that Hanwha delivers on its promises and is a partner that
fosters local defense industrial capabilities, rather than just a seller.
We are prepared to extend this successful K9 model to other systems
like Chunmoo, offering optimal solutions that include technology
transfer and local manufacturing for MENA countries

How do you see Hanwha Aerospace’s role in supporting the
development of defense industries across the Middle East and
North Africa, and are there any new agreements or memoranda of
understanding expected to be announced during EDEX 2025?

Hanwha contributes to increasing the localization rate of Egyptian
defense products by supporting the establishment of local production
facilities, such as the K9 engine plant. Through such cooperation, we aim
to play a key role in helping MENA nations build independent defense
capabilities. While specific details cannot be disclosed at this time, we
are having in-depth discussions regarding follow-up logistics support
for the K9 SPH and cooperation on various systems like Chunmoo and
Chun-gum (TAipers). We will continue to expand our cooperation into

the wider Africa and Middle East markets using Egypt as a hub.

We aim to offer an ‘Integrated Defense
Solution’ covering land, sea, and air. Building
on the trust established with the K9 SPH

How does the Chunmoo system contribute to enhancing land-based
and maritime defense capabilities against current regional threats,
and what lessons or examples can be drawn from its operational use
or adoption by countries such as Poland or the United Arab Emirates?

Chunmoo is evolving into a multi-purpose platform capable of
striking land-based armored units and command centers, as well
as providing ASBM capabilities at sea. Poland selected Chunmoo
(HOMAR-K) to defend NATO’s eastern flank, and the Middle
east countries adopted it after verifying its operability in harsh
environments. These cases demonstrate Chunmoo’s flexibility and
powerful deterrence in various operational environments and threat
scenarios. In particular, the 290km-range guided missile dramatically
enhances friendly survivability and mission success rates by precisely
striking the origin of threats from a standoff distance.

Given Hanwha Aerospace’s global expansion, what is your
strategic approach to further penetrating the Middle East and North
Africa markets, and how does participation in EDEX 2025 fit into
your regional partnership plans?

Our strategy is to go beyond selling single weapon systems and
offer an ‘Integrated Defense Solution’ covering land, sea, and air.
Building on the trust established with the K9 SPH, we are proposing
a comprehensive package that includes Chunmoo (Firepower),
Chun-gum (Guided Weapons), Redback /Tigon (Maneuver), and
L-SAM (Air Defense). EDEX 2025 is a crucial stage for realizing this
strategy. Egypt is a strategic hub connecting Africa and the Middle
East, and our partnership proven through the K9 local production
serves as the strongest evidence of the value Hanwha provides to

neighboring countries.



Hanwha aspires to expand its partnerships with the
Egyptian Army and defense companies. This expansion
aims to include various company products, such as guided
rocket artillery, anti-tank missiles, and smart munitions.

Hanwha’s Vision for Egypt: A Strategic Partnership

When asked about Hanwha’s vision for Egypt in the defense sector,
Mr. Sung-Il explained that Hanwha views Egypt as a reliable partner
in defense industries, not just a large-scale market acquiring various
categories of modern weaponry.

He attributed this approach to Egypt’s defensive policy, which
harbors no aggressive ambitions nor poses threats to its regional
surroundings. This stance establishes shared foundations and
principles between the two countries for deep, long-term partnership
and cooperation, moving beyond transactional deals aimed solely at
financial gain.

Latest Developments at EDEX 2025

Regarding Hanwha'’s latest news during EDEX 2025, Mr. Sung-I1
clarified that the most recently concluded deals concerned the K-9
howitzer and its support vehicles, the K-10 and K-11. He noted the
commencement of actual production from Egyptian production lines,
with some units displayed in the exhibition’s outdoor arena.

While no new contracts have been signed during this event yet, Mr.
Sung-Il emphasized that Hanwha aspires to expand its partnerships
with the Egyptian Army and defense companies. This expansion aims
to include various company products, such as guided rocket artillery,
anti-tank missiles, and smart munitions.

Joint Manufacturing and Export Opportunities

When asked about the K-9 howitzer joint manufacturing
project, Mr. Sung-Il revealed that the Egyptian local component
in the howitzer currently exceeds 50%, with expectations for this
percentage to increase over time.

Furthermore, he highlighted that cooperation between the two
parties includes the potential for Egypt to export the howitzer to
foreign markets. This presents an opportunity to open new markets
for both sides, resulting in mutual benefit.

Mr. Sung-II concluded by stressing that Egypt is not restricted to
specific regions or countries for marketing and selling the howitzer.
On the contrary, there is significant openness from South Korea to
provide the Egyptian partner with the opportunity to expand as much
as possible in this direction.

What are the key specifications of the Chunmoo Multiple Rocket
Launcher System (MRLS) that will be showcased at EDEX 2025,
particularly in terms of range, accuracy, and its ability to fire multiple
rocket calibers (such as 130 mm and 239 mm)?

Chunmoo is the core of next-generation artillery firepower,
indigenously developed by Korea. Its key feature is platform
flexibility, capable of operating various ammunition types. It can fire
not only 130mm and 239mm rockets but also the recently developed
600mm-class CTM-290 (Tactical Surface-to-Surface Missile) with
a range of 290km. The 239mm guided missile features a GPS/INS

combined navigation system, boasting precision strike capabilities
with a CEP of 15m (achieving within 5m in actual ﬁring) at arange of
80km5. Furthermore, equipped with two launch pods, it offers more

than double the firepower projection compared to its competitors.

How does the Chunmoo MRLS address the diverse and evolving
defense requirements of countries in the Middle East and North
Africa region?

The MENA region presents a unique environment where vast desert
terrains coexist with diverse asymmetric threats. Chunmoo has already
proven its performance through exports to Middle Eastern nations.
Beyond simple equipment delivery, we offer ‘Customization’ to ensure
perfect interoperability with the client nation’s existing Command and
Control (CZ) systems. Additionally, we are expanding our portfolio
to include solutions capable of countering maritime threats, such as
anti-ship guided missiles, making Chunmoo the most effective weapon

system to respond to the diversifying security threats in the region.
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Exclusive Interview
with Mr. Sung-Il, Head of
Middle East and Africa

In a special interview with Mr. Sung-Il, Head of Hanwha Middle
East and Africa, during the EDEX 2025 exhibition held in Cairo from

December 1st to 4th, a clear vision emerged—not only for Hanwha but

for the South Korean defense industry as a whole. This vision regards

Egypt as a trusted partner rather than merely a sales market.



Naval Group and the Egyptian Navy are extending

their collaboration for in-service support of the fleet

The Egyptian Navy has renewed its contract with Naval Group for
the in-service support (ISS) of the vessels supplied to the Egyptian
Navy. With this agreement, both are strengthening their collaboration
focused on fleet availability.

Naval Group and the Egyptian Navy have signed an extension to
the ISS contract in force since 2019. This new agreement covers a
period of five years, during which teams of engineers and technicians
will maintain seven vessels: the multi-mission frigate (FREMM)
Tahya Misr, the two Egyptian Landing Helicopter Docks (E—LHD)
Gamal Abdel Nasser and Anwar El Sadat, and the four Gowind®
corvettes El Fateh, Port Said, E1 Moez and Al Ismailia.

The signing of this extension strengthens the collaboration
between Naval Group and the Egyptian Navy, which began around
ten years ago, and ensures Naval Group’s long-term presence in the
country. Naval Group will provide work opportunities for Egyptian
employees to expand its teams in Egypt. Discussions are also
underway to forge new partnerships with Egyptian suppliers, who
will participate in ship maintenance operations alongside Naval
Group and the Egyptian Navy.

‘We are honoured to extend our cooperation with the Egyptian
Navy and to continue our support in the maintenance and
modernisation of its fleet, said Pierre Eric Pommellet, Chairman and
CEO of Naval Group.

Naval Group has been present in Egypt for around ten years.
The group has supplied the Egyptian Navy with a multi-mission
frigate (FREMM), two Mistral-class Egyptian Landing Helicopter
Docks (E—LHD) and four Gowind® corvettes, three of which were
built locally through a technology transfer programme. The group
also inaugurated its subsidiary in Alexandria in 2018, marking the
group’s long-term local presence.

Since 2019, Naval Group has been responsible for in-service
support for this fleet. As the designer and builder of the FREMM,
E-LHDs and Gowind® corvettes, Naval Group has all the necessary
skills to maintain the vessels in high readiness status and high
operational condition, with continuous upgrade.
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Blackstone Tactical unveils the artificial

intelligence-powered SARANG system

Blackstone Tactical Pvt. Ltd. is establishing itself
as a key global player in next-generation defense
technology with its AI-driven innovations. The company
is committed to delivering state-of-the-art intelligent
including advanced autonomous
turrets and remotely operated weapon stations (ROWS).

weapon systems,

Guided by a vision of technological superiority,
Blackstone Tactical develops robust, field-ready
solutions that integrate cutting-edge Artificial
Intelligence with battlefield expertise to ensure
precision and agility for international defense forces.

The company’s flagship product, SARANG, is a
revolutionary Al-based Fire-Control System designed
to elevate the capability of standard infantry weapons
for the modern soldier. Engineered to mount on assault
or sniper rifles, SARANG provides automated firing

cues that virtually eliminate user-skill dependency,
maximizing first-round hit probability. Critically, the
system offers robust 247/ day/night functionality
and enables rapid target acquisition for pressing
threats like close-range Unmanned Aerial Systems
(C-UAS/drones), dramatically enhancing lethality
and survivability.

SARANG is an indigenously designed, developed
in India This AI-driven electro-optical FCS is a highly
cost-effective, high-performance solution ready
for global deployment and integration with various
platforms, such as the AK-203. Blackstone Tactical
is actively seeking international channel partners
and military commands for high-level technical
collaboration, validation, and operational fine-tuning

of this battle-ready technology.






